THE SPEECH OF COMMISSIONER OF BASIC EDUCATION AT THE CEREMONY FOR WINNERS OF THE COMPETITION AGAINST CORPORAL PUNISHMENT AT HOTEL AFRICANA 27TH APRIL 2010.
_________________________________________________________________
Distinguished Guests,

Development Partners, 
Dear Friends and Colleagues in your different capacities,

Ladies and Gentle men.

It is a great honor and privilege for me to preside over the award ceremony for the national wide competition against Corporal and Humiliating punishment.  Corporal Punishment, flouts the provisions of constitution of Uganda, article 34:” Children have a right to be educated without humiliating and degrading treatment”.

The Education Sector sent 3 circulars to our schools stopping Corporal Punishment. In 1997, 2000, and 2006. The use of corporal punishment is NOT permitted in our schools country wide.  The corporal and humiliating punishment has negative impact to the children and students:
· It inflicts pain and injury to the learners.

· It belittles, humiliates, threatens, and scares the children.
· It hurts children, demoralizes them.  
· It destroys the teacher pupil relationship which critical to the learning process.

· It destroys self esteem, self worth, confidence, self respect, self image and self actualization of the child.
· To some children and students it makes them shy, timid, and fearful and therefore cannot decide their destiny.
· It leads to life long damage such as depression, inhibition, rigidity, and leads suicidal tendencies/ thoughts. The brain damage may be irreversible.
· It makes children loose interest in learning, hate the school, the teachers and do not value educations hence suffer from truancy.

· Uganda is experiencing high drop out children in Primary schools and registering low transition rates to post primary institutions.  One the causes of such tendency are attributed to corporal punishments.
· It makes children to hate subjects. Mathematics and other Science subjects which are critical for our countries development are dropped and not taken at Universities is due to corporal punishments.

· The schools which administers corporal punishments, produces children who are aggressive, ruthless, violent and behave anti socially.  This is because there is evidenced data that Corporal punishment breeds cruelty and violence. It is a fact that violence creates violence in children’s behavior.

· It creates displaced aggression where them man beats the wife, and then the wife beats the child, then the child beats the cow, then the cow jumps and steps on the dog which runs and breaks all the plates and glasses.  All this results from ‘Violence in a home’.
· It does not increase Intelligent Quotient. I.Q.is inherited. No t also academic performance in class.

Government shall not tolerate corporal punishments in Primary and post primary institutions.  It is a back slash and counterproductive to Universal Primary Education and Universal Secondary Education programmes.

It is directly affecting the attainment of Millennium development Goals No.2 and Education for All by 2015 and 2020 respectively.

“A good teacher is never forgotten by his or her student”- said by a re- known educationist – Farrant.

I want to take this rare opportunity to appeal to the teachers and parents to TREAT CHILDREN WITH DIGNITY, RESPECT WHEN DISPLINING AT HOME AND AT SCHOOL. THAT CHILDREN/STUDENTS SHOULD NOT BE SUBJECTED TO CRUEL, INHUMAN TREATMENT AND OTHER FORMS OF VIOLENCE. Allow our children to have their human dignity and physical dignity. 

In Education Act of 2008, passed by parliament, Education became compulsory in the Republic of Uganda. This means that every child should go to school. The Education Sector shall not tolerate any person who will flout the policies put in place to access education to our children. 
Appeal to the journalists to aggressive report cases of corporal punishments in all institutions of learning. Visit the sick bays and establish whether there are cases of violence in schools. Talk to parents who change children from school to school
Finally, I sincerely thank Raising Voices for the good job done in sensitizing the people, producing materials, carrying out researches on corporal punishment and above all by collaborating with Ministry of Education and Sports in the roll out of the policy. Once again, I thank you for your attention, 

For God and Country.
Dr. Daniel Nkaada

Commissioner Basic Education
